Before proceeding to the study of insanity we must glance at the phenomena of healthy mind; the importance of so doing will be manifest when we come to deal with the delusions and false beliefs of the insane.
For our present purposes we may say that the mind at our birth is a blank?is like a sheet of white paper upon which experience writes our ideas.
The growth of intelligence is due to the repetition of experiences.
For descriptive purposes the mind may be divided into? Undoubtedly, the comforts of such a home are great when compared with many a city hobble, and I was informed some men had been in the house for eight and nine years, and were very respectable, though poor; but with the far greater number of inmates alcohol was the curse. Under that same roof we find the lad who passed a bright University career with honour, but is in middle age a wreck ; the lad who was nursed in the lap of luxury, but in old age reduced to beggary ; the man who has travelled, and admired the beauties of many countries, but now tottering in depravity; the younglad brought there night after night by the man he was taught to call father, but in truth a fiend, and associating with individuals sunk to the deepest in crime and vice. But it is hard for man to judge the poor; I found the inmates of this place civil and respectful when kindly spoken to, yet having a great objection to be preached to.
The Charity Organization Society sells tickets to the charitably-disposed in connexion with this home. On presenting these tickets at the home, they obtain food or lodgings to the full amount, and therefore get the benefit of what might otherwise have gone to the gin-shop. .,siA'Poor Belfast Nurses Home.
